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“Stand fast on spiritual watch, because you do not know when the Lord will   call you to Himself ”      
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My friend, who says she is a Christian, but not Orthodox, said that hell is not a real place.  

Is hell real? Q : 

A: 

-

-

-

 
 

 

  TOPIC OF THE ESSAY CONTEST:  
 

 
 
Possible ideas for guidance (not required): 
 

 You may relate St. John’s quote to your own experience, and 
why his warning is important; how could you make the Saint’s 
words the foundation of your day-to-day life? 

 

 You may also relate St. John’s quote to a Saint’s life or Gospel 
passage (such as the Parable of the Ten 
Virgins or Lazarus and the Rich Man). 
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“Self-Denial”  
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 M o n a s t i c  T a c t i c s 

    Lessons for All Orthodox Christians, out of the Spiritual Battlefield of Monasticism 
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http://hotca.org/news/28-ordinations/1091-the-ordination-of-vasilios-chatzis-to-the-diaconate
http://hotca.org/news/28-ordinations/1167-a-new-bishop-for-indonesia
http://hotca.org/news/28-ordinations/1097-ordination-of-joel-thomas-to-the-diaconate
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Kid Korner  ~    truth  for youth   ~  Kid Korner  ~   truth  for youth ~ Kid K  

What is this I see? 
How can it be 
Tragedy untold 
Stuck to the road 
Dead flat bird 
only its wings stirred  
Wings once great 
lifeless, flapping in the wake 
of cars speeding by 
without asking why 
 
Splendid winged creature 
who soared above nature 
Thou bird 
How absurd 
That you ended up here 
on the road, in a smear  
in all uncleanliness, stuck 
to the ground, in the muck  
Drawn to the decay 
of the previous prey 
attracted to death  
you drew your last breath 
having become one 
with the filth, with the scum 
of the decaying beast 
on which you would feast 
your gluttony struck  
by the wheels of some truck 
 
Why, winged creature, why 
You had wings, you could fly 
Splendid, great wings  
to soar above all things 
The peaks of great mountains, the tops of tall trees 
Your home was the sky, your playmate the breeze  
Yet, rejecting the freedom of your abode 
you united yourself to the filth on the road 
How fruitless, how strange 
What did you get in exchange? 
 
What have you done? 
You chose the dung 
over the vast blue sky 
and the freedom to fly 
 
“…What about you” 
 
Suddenly a voice 
I had no choice 
deep in my soul 
beyond my control 
Like the revenge of the bird 
whom I called “absurd” 
turned the tables on me 
“Human, know thy dignity!” 

Roadkill   s -o -u -l  

 

What will you give up, what price shall you pay 
to partake of the filth, to taste the decay 
What can a man gain in exchange for his soul? 
Without Him Who made you, you will never be whole 
 

What p r i ce  d id  the  Godman pay for  your  s in  
‘It Is Finished’ He said, so your flight could begin 
Therefore ‘arise and go…’  *  and follow the Lamb 
Know thy dignity, O man” ** 

“Splendid, winged creature 
who soared above nature 
Thou human sou l  
Once you were whole 
Created in the Image of the Most High 
Created for Heights, created to fly 
Given an Angel of your very own 
Where are the heights to which you have flown? 

Given the ready help of the Heavenly Queen 
The Saints and the Angels, Powers unseen 
Protecting and guiding and filling your sails 
Their massive love for you tipping the scales 

The Godman Himself, strange and marvelous mystery 
His Sacrificial Love redeemed human history 
He created the sun, He placed the stars in the sky 
Yet He hears you: every word, every sigh 
He knocks and He waits and gives His attention to you?! 
And invites you to Friendship eternal and true 
Such un-earned honor…how to comprehend 
the Creator’s condescension and Great Love for man 
He gave you the wings to become gods by grace 
Honoring greatly the human race 
He gave you His Blood and His Body for Bread 
Super-essentially Thus you were fed 
In baptism you put on the Garment of Light 
Show me your fruits, show me your flight! 

What unspeakable wings do you possess, human soul 
Such that could carry you where no bird could go 
To what lofty heights then did you advance? 
In what heavenly realms have you danced? 

What have  you  done?  
You chose the dung 
over spiritual height 
eternal delight 
For which you were created 
Tricked by him who hated 
all Goodness and all Truth 
You wasted your youth 
Rejecting the freedom of your abode 
you united yourself to the filth on the road 
You gave up for what things 
your resplendent wings 
How fruitless, how strange 
What did you get in exchange? 

* Luke 15:18           
** St. Makarios the Great, Homily 27 
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http://hotca.org/news/28-ordinations/1133-deacon-john-psaromatis-ordained-priest
http://hotca.org/news/28-ordinations/1133-deacon-john-psaromatis-ordained-priest
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