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Tonight, begins the celebration of the Feast of

the holy hierarch and wonderworker, St. Nicholas.

The Holy Orthodox Church commemorates him Special Double issue:

with special festivity, and his feast-day is reckoned

as one of the great feasts of the ecclesiastical year.
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In today's Gospel passage, our Lord
Jesus Christ teaches us how we should
behave toward those with whom we en-
gage, that is, our fellow human beings.

But this endeavor has preliminary
steps. First, we need to see God's image
in our fellow man. The holy fathers teach
us that first and foremost, we see Christ
in our spiritual leaders, that is, the bish-
ops of the Church. Then, we see the im-

cism; and, finally, we see it in every
human being.

We must stress that the more one |
possesses God in himself, the more
he sees God in others.

Naturally, the more a person is a
servant of God, the more he possess-
es the Grace of God. When we mistreat the servants of God, we are
sinning directly against God himself in a very real way. Thus, the The Spiritual Watchis mailed to the
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Elder Theologos: An Extraordinary Life

During the 1990s, the elder Theologos would attend services at our ager’s brother, who was a Theology professor, came to visit his brother at
Church of the Annunciation in Kolonos—those of you who were parish- the factory, and the manager said to him, “We have a kid here who is with
ioners there at that time will remember him—he was an old man who the “Old’ he says... Who knows what that is, old-new?” “Well,” the theolo-
had lost his sight. The Nun Xeni tock care of him then, and led him by gian responded, “Let this young man come here, so that we can enlighten
the hand. This was, of course, the future Abbess Mother Xeni who, to- the poor thing a bit, so that he will not remain backwards...” So they sum-
day, is the Hegumeness of the Holy Dormition of the Theotokos Con- moned Nicholas, telling him that the brother of the manager, the theologi-
vent in the Thrakomakedones of Attica, where the holy relics of St. an, wants to give him alesson. Young Nicholas made the Sign of the Cross
Chrysostom formerly of Florina are kept. So, this Elder Theologos had and calmly presented himself before them. He greeted them, and they were
an amazing story which had been printed into a booklet at one time, but seated in the manager’s office to begin their discussion. At one point, Nich-

since have likely all sold out. We
received a blessing to republish a
booklet on his life, which will be
brief and interesting, but also ex-
tremely beneficial. I will say a few
words now about the elder The-
ologos.

Although his heritage was from
Crete, the elder Theologos wasborn
and raised in the Kolonos region, in
Athens. He wasborn sometime in
1913 or 1914 to pious parents. His
family was very large; his parents had
17 children and he was the youngest,
the seventeenth. In holy baptism,
they gave him the name “Nicholas,”
and even from a young age he was
hard working and very devoted to A
prayer. Thelight of God burned 2o —

olas noticed that, while it was a fast
day, either a Wednesday or a Fri-
day, there was a plate of savory
non-fasting snacks in front of the
professor, of which he partook. At
once, Nicholas said, “Forgive me,
Professor, but if you invited me
here to enlighten me, when you,
today, partake of non-fasting
items, then there is no need to tell
me anything, thank you. Keep your
theology for yourself, Sir. I do not
need it.” The professor became
irate, of course, and as usual, began
to ridicule tradition, saying, “You
all care about the letter of the Law,
but we go to the substance!” But
without taking the beginning steps,

1 & , -
e . ' ' "
- . | -/

g e— < is it possible to advance to the later
brightly in Nicholas's soul. Whenthe | 5.0/ om the glorification of 8. Chrysostomos, formerly of Florina, at the Convent | ones? Without respecting the Way,
calendar change occurred in Greece of Holy Dermitien in Attica, Greece, where Mother Xeni Is the Abbess. can you arrive at substance? It is
in 1924, he was already about 10 not possible to approach substance
years old. He remained, together with his parents and siblings, who were while ignoring the laws of the Church. Thus, Nicholas exp osed his shame,
much older than him, of course—the whole family remained in the Pa- and he departed humiliated, because he was proven a transgressor of the
tristic Old Calendar, as did many other people who did not follow this most basic commands of God.
innovation. Why did they not follow? Because of their Orthodox intui- The authorities waged a persecution against the Old Calendar struggle of
tion. Did anyone instruct them on the proper course? In the early vears, Confession that was especially fierce, and from the beginning, Nicholas
those who kept the Old Calendar did not have Shepherds. In the begin- stood against their attempt to exterminate the True Church in Greece. Es-
ning, there were no systems of organized hierarchs and priests that re- pecially near the end of the 1920s and into the 1930s, the confessors of the
mained. Later, little by little, the priestly structure was solidified amid Faith were most severely persecuted by the State church. Nicholas was al-
persecutions. The people kept the traditional calendar on their own. ways at the forefront of the struggle, in rallies, protests, etc. This does not
Who taught the people to do that? God did, Who spoke to their souls, to mean that our people sought to create unrest; it was only when the authori-
those who were pure of heart. ties arrested our Priests and defrocked them, or when unjust courtroom

Nicholas, therefore, remained since early childhood in the Old Calen- trials took place against us—then they would go to protest. Nicholas was
dar, diligently observing all the teachings of the Church, attending the one of the leaders of the struggle, and he was frequently beaten by the au-
services, praying, keeping the fasts. Since boyhood, he also worked at a thorities. Imagine, back then, before the war, the police had great power.
certain factory. Back then, especially in such alarge family, children had They carried clubs and gave severe beatings. When the authorities received
to help make ends meet. They placed him in a position at this factory, acommand from their superiors, “Go and dismantle the fanatics!” they
and his older co-workers consistently noticed that Nicholas would keep went indeed and would leave nothing standing, de-
all the fasts with the Old Calendar, not with the New. One day, the man- stroying everything in their wake. Now, to beat crimi- Cont'd on page 12

To judge sins is the business of one who is sinless, but who is sinless except God? Whoever Thinks
about the multitude of his own sins in his heart never wants to make the sins of others a topic of
conversation. To judge a man who has gone astray is a sign of pride, and God resists the proud. On
the other hand, one who every hour prepares himself to give answer for his own sins will not quickly

lift up his head to examine the mistakes of others.




Murmurlng Agalnst God?

Cont’d from front cover
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especially if they are true servants of God--
we are murmuring against God Himself.

Saint Basil the Great says that, if we
speak against the priests, we are putting
coals of fire on our head. Obviously, this
saying applies much more to the hierarchs
of the Church.

St. Dorotheos of Gaza says that we are
doing the work of the devil when we pass
on our temptations to another person. Itis
like Eve passing on the temptation to Ad-
am, after she was tempted by Satan himself.
When we understand these basic teachings
of our faith, then we will also better under-
stand and better apply the words of today's
Gospel passage, namely, to love our ene-
mies. In the above aforementioned cases,
we show that we have no love for our fellow
men or even our leaders. In today's Gospel
passage, we are taught to love even those
who hate us. It is in this that we prove ourselves to be true Chris-

tians.

Lastly, we should challenge ourselves by ask-
ing: Have I even made a beginning in the spiritual
life? Most well-intentioned people will come to
understand that we need to begin to take baby
steps. Let's start by not "doing the work of the
devil," as Saint Dorotheos of Gaza puts it, by pass-
ing on the venom of our warfare to others. For
truly, this is a grave sin, especially if we are wrong.
This venom is often passed on through complain-
ing or judging or gossip or slander or other forms
of soul-destroying communication. How can we
undo the damage that we have caused, after the
venom has passed from one person to another?

May our Lord help us to look inwardly, at our-
selves. Time is passing, and death is at the door.

Let us pray that we not waste this precious life
which God has given us in prideful ways but that
we may apply ourselves unto every good work
which will bring us salvation in Christ Jesus our
Lord, to Whom is due all glory unto the ages. Amen.
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X

Nicohaos. «Nat, axdpn, kot pe popeio, oy Aypumvia fa maw ko fa
napakaieow )y Hoavayia, emeld fuhokomdnia yo v Adga Tov Yoo
Tng, va pe kdvet kahdar. [ap’ o1 ocoyévala Tov fTay motel avdpomot,
oVt skelvol TOV ToTagay, Kat Tov kopatdevay. Ki dpwog! Méypt to mpwi, 1)
vysia Tov elye amokatactadel mAnpws, ziye favd Ppet to ypopa tov! Ot
pedavids, Ta oduata, Ta mavra siyay shagaviotal! Ensotpeys nico Aot
OV, KadpoTos Kal £v80506, A£yovTag oTa adLppla ToU: «AKoVTToTE
pe, shetaots pel Bupdote mog fpovy to fpadv; E, dzite homdy mwg elpat
Twpal». Tz omotov £yal, PAinete, (o wyvpd, moooe peydia Badpoma -
povodlsl o @206 Epeic dev £youpe Tdom miow), ki £tol dev PAémovps 8-
Tow fapata.

Ay Kat 0 Nicodaos iray ¢iopdvayog, oL yoveig Tov -Try emoyT ekebhn
o1 yovei§ Ta anepdoday avtd- Tol Pprikay pua kahr komsha and to Mevi-
St (Ayapval Attikng), To dvopa g omolas ray Keovotavriva. Agob ty
yropoe o Nidhaos, e eine: «Eyo eiya ddkeg PAsyag, uovy doopévos
otoy G2d kKa Nfzia va Tov apiepwbe. Ba mpoywprjoov)is woToC0 o8
VAU, EQOTOY 01 YOVEIS LoV TA KAVOVIoAY £T01, AAAd £10 TOUS 0pous [Low.
IMpwtov Ka Kupo: AxohovBolps 1) CoYEVEL OV KL £Y®, Te Aeydpevo
“maAad”. Kau eob, av Beg, sioat pe o makad and onpepa. Av dev 0ialg,
va efyovpacte E apyng ote va pny tahamepoeipacte. Ka guviyos o
Nk dhaog, Teptypdgoviag g Kat Ta akdiovo: «Ba kivovpe Xplotavt-
K1 {wr}, Tysvpatikn, fa skicinoalopaots kads Kvpuar) kat yeptn, fa
mpovpe T ynoteisg oheg amapeykAites, fa {olpe yevikd o2 jua ogprvo-
TP KATdotaon, Xpiouavin ki wpaic. @Aaigy. H kondha koviootd-
Onice pe dAa avtd. O kdopog tote dav

elyz sKTpOYloTEl AKoyn oto Padud mov Zvveyiferar 0wy o2l 14



Accredited! Saint Photios Orthodox Theological Seminary
“A Key Institution for the Future of our Church”

We all sat quietly in the waiting
room. Sitting to my left was Father
Patapios, the Dean of Saint Photios
Orthodox Theological Seminary
(SPOTS). To my right was Gabrielle
Asgarian, the Seminary’s Registrar. As
an intern at the Seminary, my job was
simple: film and photograph Father
Patapios and Gabrielle as they travel
across the country from California to
Florida to participate in an interview
that would decide if the Seminary
would receive accreditation.

Before going on this trip, I didn’t
know what it meant to be an accredit-
ed school. Since the end of 2019,1 had
been filming a documentary about the
Seminary, and often, when I would

Left to right: Fr. Patapios, Dean of SPOTS; Gabrielle Asgarian, Registrar,
Timothy Schenone, Digital Media & Visuzl Marketing Specialist

ern California was a far-fetched
idea. However, Metropolitan
Chrysostomos, of Blessed
Memory, had long dreamed that
something like this could happen
in Etna. Established in 2015 with
the providential support of two
visionary co-founders, the Semi-
nary has continued to grow and
fulfill its mandate with the deter-
i mination of two small monastic
B communities and the generous
I donations, enthusiasm, and pray-
| ers of its ever-growing number of
supporters and benefactors. Be-
= fore heading off to Florida to
meet the accrediting agency, His
Eminence, Metropolitan Deme-

interview a faculty member, the ongo-
ing accreditation process and its significance for the Seminary would
come up. Accreditation for a school means that the school is nation-
ally recognized by the government and other universities as having an
accepted general standard of quality. It would mean that a Seminary
graduate could check mark the box corresponding to a Bachelor’s
degree on a job application; that an undergraduate degree from
SPOTS would be accepted as a qualification for graduate level studies
in universities across the country; and the potential for the Seminary
to grant visas and sponsor international students to attend in the fu-
ture.

We had just completed the final interview conducted by the ac-
crediting agency. Quickly fumbling through my bag, I grabbed my
video camera to ask Gabrielle to describe the interview and how she
was feeling about it. Before she could finish answering, there was a
knock at the door, and a gentleman kindly asked us to follow him.

Ibegan retracing the thread of events, one following the other,
which ultimately led up to this milestone and my being here. I moved
to Etna in the fall of 2020 to volunteer as a Media and Communica-
tions Intern. Being immersed in the daily rhythms of Seminary life
was a big adjustment from my past experiences in college, but a wel-
come one. One of my main jobs as an intern was to film a documen-
tary that would tell the story of the Seminary’s humble beginnings,
and show the world what life is like for a student who goes there. I
was given the opportunity to sit-in on classes, such as Old Testament
and Church History. These were classes taught by two local monastic
communities who run the Seminary, and when the lectures were fin-
ished I often found myself excited to tell others about what I had
learned that day. For the documentary I was making, I interviewed a
number of the students and faculty. I asked one particular student
why someone would come to the Seminary, and he responded by say-
ing, “You are coming here to pursue the truth.” This is a statement I
strongly agreed with. The students would often walk to either the con-
vent or monastery for services. On their way, they would be sur-
rounded by epic mountain ranges and a beautiful sunrise. When clas-
ses were no longer in session, sometimes they would take hikes to the
nearby waterfall for a picnic. I followed them doing all of this, often
with a camera in hand to capture the moments.

Many people believed that the idea of establishing a traditionalist
Orthodox Theological Seminary in a small, secluded town in North-

trius of America, released a video
asking all to pray for the Seminary. Soon, more and more people
from around the world started hearing about our Seminary’s meeting
with the accrediting agency. Zoom prayer meetings were being orga-
nized by our faithful from the United States and Canada to get as
many people as possible involved in this important and historic mile-
stone.

Finally, we reached the room where we would be informed of the
accrediting agency's decision, and the man in the suit opened the
door for us. The room was just as we had left it. Over a dozen people,
dressed in professional business attire stared at us from every direc-
tion. We were told to sit at the front of the room. To the back of us
was a large screen signed into Zoom. The screen was filled with the
faces of all the people who couldn’t join in person, including His
Eminence, Bishop Auxentios, the Rector of the Seminary. Immedi-
ately after sitting down, [ realized that everyone was smiling. The
tension that had filled the room earlier was replaced by joy, peace,
and a sense of genuine gratefulness. Saint Photios Orthodox Theo-
logical Seminary was now an officially accredited school!

Fast forward a few minutes later, and we were taking a group pho-
to with the people of the accrediting agency. AsIbegan to take pho-
tos, I couldn’t help but think of what this moment meant to our
Church, and what a privilege it was to be there when it happened. It
dawned on me just how important the accreditation would be for our
Seminary, the only Seminary under the jurisdiction of the Genuine
Orthodox Christians of Greece. There was now a place where people
who feel called to serve the Church to become clergy, to teach, or just
to learn more about their faith could go. It's an achievement that
may not have happened without the continuous prayers of our faith-
ful around the world. For that we are more than grateful.

The documentary about the Seminary is available to watch for free
on the Saint Photios Orthodox Theological Seminary YouTube
Channel. When I finished filming the documentary and came back
home from Florida, I realized that this wasn’t the end of the story,
but rather, the beginning of an entirely new one. It's a story that
needs to be told, since, as His Grace, Bishop Maximus of Pelagonia
said when asked about the Seminary, “This is a key

institution for the future of our Church.” L=
by Timothy Schenone o o
e



mOﬂASttC Tacttics

Lessons for All Orthodox Christians, out of the Spivitual Battiefield of Mowasticism

“The seam tn thine own eye..”

If you see a man who has sinned and you do not pity him, the grace of God will leave you. Whoever

curses bad people, and does not pray for them, will never come to know the grace of God.
-St. Silouan the Athonite (Writings, VIL.4, VIIL6)

As soon as condemnation comes into your head, immediately say with attention: “Lord, grant

me to see my sins and not condemn my brother.”
-Saint Nektary of Optina

Whoever with fear of God corrects and directs a sinner gains virtue for himself, that of opposition to sin. But whoever

insults a sinner with rancor and without good will falls, according 1o spiritual law, into the same passion with the sinner.
-St. Mark the Ascetic (Homilies, 2.183)

A discerning man, when he eats grapes, takes only the ripe ones and leaves the sour. Thus also the discerning mind
carefully marks the virtues which he sees in any person. A mindless man seeks out the vices and failings ... Even if you

see someone sin with your own eyes, do not judge; for often even your eyes are deceived.
-St. John of the Ladder (Ladder, 10.16-17)

Do not lose your temper with Those who sin. Do not have a passion for noticing every sin in your g8
neighbor and judging it, as we usually do. Everyone will give an answer for himself before God. Es-
pecially, do not look with evil intention on the sins of those older Than you, with whom you have

no business. But correct your own sins, your own heart.
-St. John of Kronstadt (My Life in Christ, 1.6)

A brother asked an elder: If I see my brother fall into sin, is it good to hide him? The Elder answered: When, out of love, we ' :
hide the sin of our brother, then God also hides our sins; but when we show our brother's sin before others, then God also - ‘

makes our sins known to people.

Love sinners, buT hate their deeds, and do not disdain sinners for their failings, so that you yourself do not fall into
The temptation in which they abide... Do not foster hatred for the sinner, for we are all guilty... Do not be angry at
anyone and do noT hate anyone, neither for their faith, nor for their shameful deeds... Hate his sins, and pray for him,

so that you may be made like unto Christ, who had no dislike for sinners, but prayed for them.
-St. Isaac the Syrian (Homily 57,90) ?z\._':‘/

One who strictly prosecutes the misdemeanors £ of others will not find condescension tfowards his own.

.“.,.2?‘4, & 5'* f-:‘—&, John Chrysostom (On the Statutes, 3.6)




Vl d d -1tu d € : Saint Xenia Camp’s Gratitude to Vlad Mihailoff
18 Years of Leadership, Caring, and Tireless Dedication

As many know, 2021 marked Vlad’s final year as -y

St. Xenia camp director. Vlad was involved in

it | =

camp leadership for 18 years, and was camp di- : -
rector for 13 seasons! His selfless intensi . W Co . L »

. . ty and - D i o
pure joy at seeing all who volunteer and attend - i -

camp each year is an inspiration to all. Simply
put, his love for camp is contagious. Vlad has
been much more than a director- he has become
the face and voice of St. Xenia Camp. As such,
we need others to take up his baton during camp
week, so in recognition of Vlad’s service, we have
instituted a “Vladitude” award to be given out
each year to one camper and counselor in each
group who best embody the following qualities:

o V- ivacious (enthusiastic for all activities)
e L - oving (encourages and cares for others)
o A- ttentive (to services and staff)

o D- edicated (putting others before oneself)

While Vlad continues to support
St. Xenia camp in other ways,
the passionate leadership that
has guided the growth of such an
important experience for so
many of our Orthodox youth
will be sorely missed. Those who
have worked closely with Vlad
know that he struggles to accept
expressions of gratitude for the
work he has done, often re-
sponding with “no, thank YOU.”
On behalf of all the campers and
staff who have been part of St.
Xenia camp over the years...

...thank YOU Vlad!

HOW TO REQUEST THE SPIRITUAL WATCH
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Cuestions? KeepSpiritualWatch@gmailcom




C

o _—
rne

must get ready for the service because the

Along time ago
in Jerusalem , when
I was young, I heard
an old nun say: “We

Great ones are arriving shortly.” I was puz-
zled by these words, so later I asked her what
she meant. Stern as she was, she replied:
“Whao are the *Great ones? The Hierarchs
and priests of God! Here in Jerusalem we
have the ancient tradition of referring to
them as‘the Great ones’, because that's how
it is? They sanctify us and give us the Holy
Mysteries...” she told me with an intense
look in her eyes. “However, the world has
forgotten, my child, and has become irra-
tional...” the old nun continued. “T will tell
vou a story that will help you understand the
truth of things. ..

Once upon a time there was a place where there was no land, but
only a stormy sea. Many people were trying to swim and survive in this
deep ocean, constantly fighting with the waves to stay afloat and save
themselves from drowning. In that sea there was also a giant floating
about, who, while the people were sinking, he was able to keep his head
out of the water. As the giant was able to enjoy relief from the waves,
with his head dry, he noticed that the people around him were suffering
and sinking into the salty depths. The giant took pity on them, seeing
that they needed help, and he made a big decision: he decided to make a
profound sacrifice in order to help the people...but it was a self-sacrifice
that would permanently change his life. What did the giant do? He lay
down on his back, on the waves, so that his body became a sort of raft,
like a small floating island for the people. And the people climbed upon
the giant and thus found safety, escaping the fury of the waves.

But the giant knew that his decision to lie on his back in the stormy
sea was final. He would never again be able to lift his head out of the
waves, because the people depended on him. He would never again en-
jov a drv and carefree head, since he became an island for the people to
stand upon.

So, the people dried out and found peace upon the giant, and eventu-

“ St. leronymos said That only if someone can lift the isle
of Aegina on his shoulders, only then should he become a
clergyman! This is how difficult the path is of The Hierarchs
and their priests...they are greatly burdened with spiritual

weights that the laity does not comprehend.”

ally began to forget, and take the giant's sacrifice for granted, even as the
giant was half submerged in the water. As the giant lay on his back in
the salty sea, the waves would hit his head and get into his eyes, causing
them to sting from the salt. A nice lady who walked upon the giant
would bend down, every now and again, and wipe the saltwater out of
his eyes, and thus relieve his pain a bit. However, with the passage of
time, the nice lady forgot herself, and began to complain, ‘Look at what
a sacrifice I have to make for you, giant, to labor and bend down to wipe
the seawater from your eyes all the time!” she indignantly told him one
day. T can’t believe I have to constantly sacrifice my time and labor for
youl”
. “Do you understand?” the nun then asked.
vl o° )2 “Genuine Hierarchs and priests of the Lord are like the
= giant,” she explained. “Is it not absurd to fail to see how

>

The Giant in the Storm: The OId Nun's Tale

obliged we are to our Hier-
archs and priests of God?In-
stead of murmuring, should
we not be eagerly seeking ways
to support them and their
work for the Church?” she
continued. “It is for us that
they put on the black. They
sacrificed their worldly lives
for us, they put on rasa and
long beards for us, they have
W\ stood out like strangers in the
" world for us, they turned their
backs on the lucrative profes-
sions or profitable businesses
that they could have had, and
why all this? To become rafts
for us—hearing God’s voice,
they agreed to become islands
for us in the stormy sea of sin and perdition.

St. leronymos said that only if someone can lift the isle of Aegina
on his shoulders, only then should he become a clergyman! This is
how difficult the path is of the Hierarchs and their priests, with their
hearing of confessions, celebrating the services before the Angels,
and their most heavy spiritual responsibility. Do you know why,
since ancient times, rasa have wide sleeves? So that we remember
that Hierarchs and priests should not be burdened with physical
labor, because they are greatly burdened with spiritual weights that
the laity cannot comprehend. Still, especially in our days, we see our
Hierarchs and priests burdened by physical labors in addition to
their spiritual ones; and worse vet, they endure today's lack of re-
spect and piety among the people. And then we often see them lose
their health, God forbid!

It has been said that if you see an Angel of God walking on one
side of the road, and a priest on the other, first you should go and
get a blessing from the priest, and then from the Angel, because the
priest handles the Immaculate Mysteries. But now adays, we have
relaxed our standards and we have lost our respect. It mentions in
the Gerontikon that there was once a priest who used to make an
error in the order of preparation of the Proskomidie in the Holy
Altar. Then, the local Bishop visited that parish, and seeing the er-
ror, corrected his priest and showed him the proper way. Indeed,
the next time there was to be a Liturgy, the priest completed the
Proskomidie the correct way, and immediately the voice of the Holy
Angel, the Guardian of the Holy Table, was heard saying to the
priest I rejoice seeing you prepare the Proskomidie correctly today.’
The priest marveled, asking the Angel, “‘But
why, all these years, did you not tell me that
was doing it wrong? and the Angel respond-
ed, ‘Permission has not been given to me by
God to correct His priests.’ That permission
was given to the Hierarch.”

“But as for us...” the old nun concluded
with sadness, “we do not honor them, but
@ instead we elevate ourselves in rank to not
only equal them, but even fancy ourselves
superior, when we disobey and criticize them!
§ What must the Angels think of this...” [ never
forgot the words of the old nun.



Down:

1. The Seminary is now .
5.ChristIs !
7. The Lenten season
8. We are told to give
this to others.

Sl:orv Korher

One morning, a girl woke up to discover that her prayer rope was missing
from her wrist. She looked everywhere, but couldn't find it. She prayed that
she would be able to find it eventually, even though it seemed unlikely to

happen. Three days passed, and on the third morning, she sat up in bed and

her elbow knocked one of her icons off the wall where it had been hanging.
She reached down by the side of her bed to retrieve the icon, but to her

astonishment, she grabbed her prayer rope instead! Her icon, which was of
St. Nektarios, lay next to it. The girl thanked the Saint for finding her prayer
rope, and more importantly, for reminding her that the Saints intercede for us
in things both great and small.

Parish Pals

Spiritual Word Scramble Key, previous issue
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Across: Final Word: CANDLE

2. Feast of Feasts

3.S8t.__ Camp

4. Waiting on the Lord, we must have this.

6. We ask this from others on the Sunday before Lent.
9. Cannot see

10. “Wondrous is God in His .

Always remember...




O Thyavtog om ObeMa: To Aufynpa mg Kaddyproag

Kanote, otav fjpovy nadi otaleposdhopa,
dxovoa pa kahoypua vakése «Ilpénsiva etor-
paotovpe yw tny akohovBia yurtl oe hiyo
gpravovy ot Znovdalol» Andpnoa pavtd ta
Loyia, ko apyotepa Ty pawtnoa T evvoovos. 8
Erov avetnpn mov fray, pov andvrnos: «[lowot '
eivat oL onovdaioy O Apyiepeic kaw oL epeig
Tov Kvpiov! Edw otaleposdivpa éyovps tyy
apyaia tapadoon va tovg anoxakovps Enov-
Saiove, yuati £t eivald Mag hewtovpyotv ka
LG KOWYWYAYE. .. » IOV £1TTE e £VT OV LaTLd.
«O koopog opwg £xe Eeyaotel, madl pov, kau
éxeL tapak oyisel ..» ovvéyoe ) kahoypla «®a
gov o fva tapapdd yua va karahapeg Ty
ahnfaa tev npaypdtoy. ..

Muia popd K vay kapd Nray Kanow pépog
anov Sev vitipye Enpd movBevd, mapa povo pila
Buehhadng 8dhasoa. Mica otn Pabud ka
dypua avtr] 8dhasoa Kok vpumobo: KGGHOG To-
hug nov, Bahacsoobappiveg, tdheve pe ta ko-
pata va uny viyel. Eve o kdopog katatovuldray, frav péoa ot
Bdhacoa ka fvag yiyavtag o onolog katdgepve va kpatiioes 1o Ke-
pdhTov £Ew and to vepo. AAAG sxel mov avakovgldtay o yiyavrtag,
pe To Keq)d)u TOV OT2YVD, :rtapa“n']pqce YUp TOV TOV KOO0 TTOV Td-
Xeve pe ravpara ka Povkuade ota dppd Badn. Zahayviednke o
yiyavtag, kat Brénovrag ty avaykn twv avdpanwy, npe pua peyd-
kn andgaon: va kdvel o dog ua Bvota ya va pondnosa tovg avlp -
novg. .. ahhdfray a avtebvoia tov Ba tov dhale povipws t {w.
Tiékave homdv o yivavrag; Banhwoe avaokeha, péoa ota Kopata,
YL va yiver 1o gdpa tov oxedia, gav fva mheolbpevo vnoak yua tov
koopo. O koopog, Aowdy, okapgdhwos ndve otov yiyavra kat Bpr-
Ke £ToL Ty ag@dhala, Ko E£@uye KATWG amd TNV op YN TRV KULATwY.

O ylyavrag opwg fEzpe twg N andg aon tov avti, va Bploketal
Eamh wpévog avdoksha oty dypua 8dhagoa, frav opwotuer. Iots na
Szv Ba propovos va EavaonkwosL To Ke@dht TOV antd Ta Kopata, ya-
i o kdopog ornpulidtay ma tdve tov. Iots ma dev Ba elye greyvo
Ko E£volaoto To kegdhy, 2gdoov £ywve o (Blog viol yua va otikovtal
Tévw Tov oL &vlpenoL

Etoiotiyvove o koopog tdve otov ylyavta, ka Eeyviotay, eve o
ylyavrag frav o uodg fovenyuévog oto vepd. Exel wov §anhwve
avioksha gty adhpopn 4k agoa, Ta Kipata Tov YToTovoay oto
Keg dh L Kau Zumavay Kol HEga 0T Pt
Tov, tov £roov{av and to ahdre M ko
Kupla Tov Tepratovos Tave oToV ylyavtd,
LoV Kol LoV, £0KuPe kKal Tov gkovmls Ta
patia, Kat tov avakobguds pua otdha and A\tRs 2 188
1o Bahagowd vepd. Opwe, pe To népacpa R
Tou Xpavou, i kahi kupia Ezxdotnke, ka T |
dpywz va Srapaptipetar «Kolta 1 fvoia -
MOV KAVW £YO Yld O£V, YIyavTa, Vo Kovpd- |
{opan va okiPe yiava okovnile 1o dakao-
gwd vepd and ta pata sovls Tov Aésy, a-
YOVOUKTIOUEVT] KATOLL PEP L « XU VEY L
yparadetal va Juodle TNy wpa Lo Ka Tov -
KOO POV Yld ogval» e -

_ «KatdhaPeg» potnoz _ 4
s W & tote N kahoypra «Ouyviy- f v

. gl Apyepeig kaw ol epeig

i 2t

Tov @eob eival gav tov ylyavra,» pov
ekiynoz. «Azv sival tapahoyopsg va
uiy Bhénovps Ty vRtoypLwon Touv
EYOUILE ATEVAVTL GTOVG Apylepeis Kal
toug iepeic tov Kupilow; Asv Ba énpene
va pdyvoue guviysld QedpeoTovg Tpo-
TOUG VAL TOUG avakovpilovps kat va
Tovg evigyvovpe oto fpyo Tng Exkhnot-
agy ovvéywe. «[a pag ta kavay oha.
@uolagay T {w1 Tovg Y pag, popesay
| Td PaDp A KALTIG YEVELASEG YLd ag, Y-

- ploay ané Tov KOopo K Ezyapuwoay,
ayfgnoav ta nposodopdpa enayysh-
para wov Oa propovaay va elyav, Ko
yt; T va yivouy cwolPa yua pag,
axovyovrag Tnv Gwviy Tov Oeov, gop-
puvnoav va yivouy violdsg ya pag,
péca ota Guehhwdn wopata tng apopti-
ag KaL Tng andh zag,

O Ayiog Iepwvepog sine twg pdve av
propel KATOWS va onKeo el TNy Ay d 61006 @povE ToV, POV ToTE
ag yivat khnpwog! Elvautooo Svokohog o Blog twv Apyepiov ka
Twv Khnpudv tovg, pe 1g kopokoynozig, 1g Axohovbizg svamoy
twv Ayyshov, kautg fapitateg nvevpatikés svbives Bépag yati,
and Tovg apyalovg awvee, Ta pdoa fyovy mhatid pavikie ava
Bupdpacts twg ot Apylepels kaw ot iepels Sev mpinauva emPapive-
VT |12 GOHATIKEG gp Yaoieg, duot emPBapivovtal pe tvevpatucd
Bapn mov Sev ta Sravootvral ol haikol. Evrovtow, eiducd otig nus-
pes pag, PAénovps Tovg Apyiepeis Kat Tovg iepeis pag va emPapivvo-
VTAL KAl PE CWHATIKEG £p yaoieg, Kaw pe Ty agifaia tov haov, kauva
appwotaivovy, Oz6¢ gukdal

Kanowog Aywog eime: "Av de1g and tnv pa pepd tov Spdpov
Ayysho Kuplov va niepratd, ka and tyy dhhn pepld wepéa, npata
Ba aonaotelc Tov 1epia, al petd tov Ayysho, yuatl o wpiag yepide-
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Soul, Soull
Wake up!

You are stuckin a putrid pit of wipers but
perceive yourself as basking in rightecusness
It's a trick!

They say, “Denial ain't a river in Egypt...”
Well, delusion ain’t a winter Olympic sport!

Wake up!

Soul, Sonl!
Learn her M.O.:

The shrewdest of the devious daughters of pride

Delusion

Whose first symptom is

Utter blindness, but worse

A blindness that replaces true vision with a reel of exalted imaginings
A feel-good movie, as it were,

A hollow senge of greatness

Where you're the star, the righteons judger

The wise analyzer of the follies of others

Marveling at your own verdicts

So you embrace the fiction, dance with it, in a dizzying demonic waltz
while in the throes of a sugar high

from guzzling the cool aid as the demons laugh

But you can faintly feel the toxic tremors

In your suffocated soul

And the hollowness in your gut:

Your Guardian Angel trying to warn you but

His voice wanes in your soul because

The second symptom is

Utter deafness

Learn to recognize her!

Soul, Sonl!

Run! 1tisa trap!
That obscene green light you have given yourself

To observe the errors of others

Seated on your dung-heap throne in your spiritually noxious pit—
a trapl

A sweet-tasting poison

A well-camouflaged virnlent disease

Silent, while it eats away your innards

A malignant lesion spreading, consuming

How can you escape?

Who calls the Doctor

When they think that they're the picture of health
As their soul languishes for breath
Ch believe, Soul,

That faint voice warning you
Something is not right

The voice of your Guardian Angel
Calling you to

Humility

Run!

* MO, = Mode of Operation
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Soul, Soull

Remember

The great antidote

Humility

Don't believe the demons’ incessant suggestions, disgnised as
Your own thoughts

But let your mind grab on to the chance to escape their snare:
Understand, know, remember

And remind yourselfa million times a day

You are indeed worse than the harlot

You are indeed the lowest wretch

Believe it

It is truel

This understanding will save you!

Remember!

Soul, Soul!

Open the eye of your mind

And see yourself as you are, where you are
In the depths

Ofthe dark, raging sea of passions

And as you lift your head and gaze upwardly
You see the bottoms of the shoes of sinners who have offended you
There in the depths with you

But above you

And locking up passed them, way-way up
You see the Light

And you call to Him, as Saint Peter did,
“Lord, save mel”

And even though you have sunkso low

So much deeper than the Apostle had when
The Godman reached out His Holy Hand and pulled up His creature
Still, He can pull you up, even now

But you must call Him every day, every hour
Will you call Him, soul?

No you will not

Ifyou cannot see where you truly are

The dark depths of delusion

Open the eye of your nous!

Soul, Soull

Save yourself

Cooperate with Him Who longs to save you
While there is still time

The hourglass is emptying, dumping her sand without panse.
Unlike this life,

Eternity will not end

And as sure as you read these words now
You will be lowered into the ground

You will face judgrment

And stare down the horror of horrors—
The very real possibility of darkness forever

for you
God forbid! E
Save yourself! Q W
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nals is one thing. But to beat innocent Orthodox g
Christians? Gompletely inhuman! These persecu- t
tions are something that we lived, day-to-day, back |
then. Nicholas received such severe beatings, since
childhood, during these persecutions that even he
wondered how he survived, and he would say, “1
should have departed as a martyr, but it seems that
God had a plan for me, and He kept me...”

Once, before the Feast of the Entry of the The-
otokos with the Old Calendar, in 1935, the police-
men had beaten Nicholas with their clubs to the
point where he was black and blue. Every inch of
his body was bruised. By the time he returned
home, he was swollen everywhere. That same night,
there was a Vigil at the Monastery of the Theoto-
kos, and Nicholas insisted that he would attend it,
even with his injuries. “But is this how we will take
you to the Vigil? In a stretcher?™ his family protest-
ed, but Nicholas insisted. “Yes, even in a stretcher,
Iwill go to the Vigil and I will beseech the All Holy
Lady to heal me, sinceI was beaten for the Glory of
Her Son.” Even though his family was faithful,
even they did not believe him, and they laughed at

|

“Only over our dezd bodies will vou arrest our
priestf” The prophetic words of the young
rmom, New-Martyr 51 Kaferinz Roufls, who,
like Nicholas, hastened to face beatings In
defense of the True Faith, 2nd wzs clubbed fo
death by police zs she and many faithful at-
terapted fo shield the priest affer the Lifurgy

bed and immediately did her Cross, saying with determi-
nation, “T am going to find Nicholas?”” When she met
him, she said to him, T accept, because I also want to
come into thelight, and not remain with those in dark-
ness!” See what wonders the Lord reveals! In those days,
God showed many signs and miraculous events, which
we know from the elders. He revealed to us that whoso-
ever remained in the Old Galendar walked in the light of
God, irrespective of the possible mistakes or passions
with which they may have struggled, as humans. Never-
theless, they kept their Confession. Now, we will not say
that the others, who conformed themselves to the papal
calendar innovation, instantly passed into the dark
depths of hell, but that they walked in a spiritually dim
place, and it was getting darker... And this was 1940...
Since then, the horizon has been continuously darken-
ing. As for Konstantina, she developed such a zeal for
the Faith that she not only embraced all the terms that
Nicholas suggested, but she surpassed them. She was the
first to urge Nicholas on to the fulfillment of their spir-
itual obligations, their daily prayers and prostrations.
And indeed, they lived a married life in modesty and
Christian piety.

him. But lo! By morning, his health was completely
restored, and his color was back. The bruises and swellings had com-
pletely disappeared! He returned home from church with a proud and
glorious stride, and said to his brothers, “Touch me, examine me! Do you
remember how I was last night? Well, look howI am now!” You see what
great miracles God shows to all those who have strong zeal! We do not
have as much faith, and therefore we do not see such miracles.

Although Nicholas was inclined toward monasticism, his parents—in
those days, the parents decided these things—found for him a good girl
from Menidi of Acharnai in Attica, named Konstantina. After he met
her, Nicholas said to her, “T had other thoughts, as I considered myself
given over to God and wanted to dedicate myself to Him. However, we
shall proceed to marriage, since my parents arranged things this way, but
I have my terms. First and foremost: My family and I follow the so-called
‘0Old Calendar.” You also, from today, are with the Old, if you wish. If you
do not wish, let us clarify now, as to avoid any more needless steps.” And
then Nicholas continued, describing the following, “We will live a Chris-
tian life, focused on the spiritual, attending Church on all Sundays and
Feast days, keeping all the fasts, and we will generally live a modest life,
nice and Christian. Do you want to proceed?” With all this, the young
lady was taken aback. The world had not gone down hill vet, to the de-
gree that is happening today—we're talking about 1940. However, these
conditions seemed a little extreme to the girl. “Old Calendar? Constant
Church services? What doeshe intend to do, make me a nun?” Konstan-
tina thought. “T will think about it,” she replied.

Konstantina was a well-intentioned young lady, so God deigned to
show her a sign. What sign? Today, we heard in the Gospel that Christ
went and brought light to “those sitting in the region and shadow of
death...” Here is what God showed Konstantina, to establish her: That
night, as she considered what answer to give, she saw in her sleep that
she and her family, together with her close relatives, were in a dark place,
wherein they could barely see one another, as it was dim and everything
was blurry. A little higher, however, she could see an upper level, as
though that house had an invisible ceiling, and in that upper level she
saw Nicholas with his family and other acquaintances, basking in abun-
dant light, in joy and blessedness. Then she heard a voice saying to her,
“If you want to be there also, where Nicholas is, then
accept all that he described to you. If you accept, then
= vou will find yourself there, with him. Otherwise, you

SN2 Z 5" will remain here, where you are. Choose.” The dream
E was so vivid that Konstantina awoke, jumped out of

Now, Nicholas and Kenstantina desired to have a
child, but—in a trial permitted by God— after more than ten years of mar-
riage, they were still not able to become parents. This was Konstantina's
sorrow, over which she prayed incessantly. What else could she have done?
Diirect her attention to doctors for procedures such as in vitro fertilization?!
But these are not blessed things. We would be forcing nature. If God wills,
He gives. If He does not will, for reasons that He knows, then He does not
give. We will not seek to transgress nature and force God. So, one time
when she was fervently praying to Saint Anna, the mother of the Theoto-
kos, who is the protectress of childless couples, Konstantina fell asleep and
it appeared to her that she was in the chapel of Saint Minas, which stands
outside of the Convent of Panagia in Thrakomakedones. A nun named
Anna then appeared and said to her, “Konstantina, your prayer has been
heard. You will have a child, which shall be a girl. You will name her
‘Evaggelia’.” Konstantina rejoiced at this news, but objected to the name, “I

await the child joyously and I am thankful, but I do not want to name her
Evaggelia; I do not care for that name. I want to name her Ekaterini, which
is the name of my mother-in-law.” Then Saint Anna replied thus, revealing
her identity, “As we said, you will have a baby girl and she will be named
‘Evaggelizou

Evaggelia, because she must take the name of my Daughter. ..
giharan megali/ Good tidings to
earth of great joy...” [the name
“Evaggelia” translates as “Good Tid-
ings” and honors the Annunciation
of the Theotokos]. After that, how-
ever, Saint Anna added something

T
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strange, “Y ou will not enjoy her for OAox "'IP ‘
; YATIg II
long...” then disappeared. Konstan- ‘N‘A.:r ,,,E,MQ'?M? 0rioN
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tina wolke up with great joy L7

on the one hand, because
her supplication had been
heard, but sorrow on the
other hand, that she would
not “enjoy her forlong.”
After some time, in the
year 1951, Konstantina real-
ized that she was indeed
pregnant. Unfortunately,
that year, 1951, was when we
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Local newspapers reported on the viclent

police attacks on the old-calendar churches,

one headline calling the new-calendar perse-
cuter “The Bloody Archbishop of Athens”

Cont'd on page 16




2022 Youth and Family Conference

Dormition of the Theotokos in Clearwater, Florida

The 2022 Metropolis Youth and Family Conference was held for the first
time in over a decade at the Dormition of the Theotokos parish in Clearwater,
Florida. The theme of this year’s conference was “Orthodoxz Building Elocks:
The Restoration of an Orthodoz Way of Life”. The conference was attended
by over 250 faithful from all across the Metropolis of America, not including
the local parish community, with visitors and vendors coming from as far
away places like Etna, California and even Guatemnala. In attendance were also
a number of clergy that participated in the conference activities giving lec-
tures, talks and panel discussions as well ag concelebrating in the various ser-
vices during the conference, particularly in the central Hierarchical Divine
Liturgy on the Lord’s Day. Much was discussed in the warious sessions of the
conference, which edified the faithful ofall ages, from toddler to adult. We
hope to share the many blessings we experienced and collected during the
conference in this article, [ -

The conference’s central theme was
“The Restoration of an Orthodox Way
of Life.” The conference of faithful
acknowledged that our modern life is
one that is bisected and fragmented in
many different ways. The political,
social and economic orders of our life
here in America have been increasing-
Iy and are now ungodly and therefore
anti-christian. The disorder can be
found everywhere: in our country’s
overtly secularized political institu-
tiong, which have no moral bearing
beyond legalism, our public schools
that indoctrinate our children in folly,
and in the frenetic daily marketing of )
“goods” and “services” that spoil our
hearts and incline them to the vic-
e, As the Body of Christ, we are often exposed to the passions of the world in
multiple media, including on television and on the internet. These last two no
longer limit themselves to public spaces in the home, such as a TV or comput-
er in the living room, but are also now ubiquitously located in the privacy of
our pockets and therefore have easy access to our eyes and minds and the eyes
and minds of our children if we are not careful.

According to the Apostle of the Nations, we are “built on the foundation of
the apostles and prophets. Jesus Christ Himself is the chief cornerstone, in
whom the whole building, fitted together, grows into a holy sanctuary in the
Lord. In Him, you too are built up into a dwelling place of God in the Spir-
it” (Ephesians 2:20-22).

In order to build up the dwelling place of God in the Spirit, to live a holy
life, we rmust actively work toward the restoration of an Orthodoxz way of life
in each of our lives and our children’s lives, pushing back against the on-
slaught of ungodliness hurled at us and our youth and families each day. And
50 the conference presented some of the vital tools and blocks needed to build
up a holy life in our daily life. Orthodox Building Blocks therefore became the
title of the conference with each session presenting a block needed to build the
walls of the dwelling place of God.

A final note on the theme of the conference, and the inspiration of restoring
an Orthodoxz way of life, was the teaching of Archbishop Andrei Rymarenko
of Nowo-Diveyevo of blessed memory and contermporary of our Metropolis's
patron St. John Mazimovich Archbishop of San Francisco the Wonderworker,
and founder Metropolitan Petros of Astoria. Archbishop Andrei taught the
need to bear a “conscious struggle” to hold what is God’s in honor each day. It
is necessary to be attentive to all aspects of our life so that we may cormmit
ourselves and zll our life unto Christ our God.

Unofficially, the Youth and Family Conference began with the celebration
of the Divine Liturgy for the Synazis of All the Saints of America on Friday,
Cctober 7, 2022, The Saints of America were the first visitors to arrive who we
firmly believe stayed with us throughout the conference, including St. John
Mazimovich and St. Philaret of New York, Ower 250 faithful arrived over the
next day from across the Metropolis. Far away lands like California and Cana-
da were represented alongside New York, North Carolina, Maryland, Ili-

nois, Michigan, South Carolina, Pennsylvania and Wisconsin. Combined
with the local faithful from across Florida, it was estimated over 300 partici-
pated in this year’s conference. Thank God that it was successful,

There were also five vendors that arrived, including one out-of-state and
two local artisans that sold baked goods, the proceeds of which were donated
to the conference, handmade clothing apparel and accessories as well as hand
-painted authentic Byzantine icons. In addition to the artisans, the 5t Photi-
os Orthodox Theological Seminary (SPOTS) was represented by a booth as
well as the Seminary’s representatives to share with the faithful the mission of
the Seminary.

Finally, in a first for the Youth and Family Conference, San Ignacio coffee
from the Metropolis’ hermitage San Ignacio in Guatemala was served and
sold to raise funds for the evangelization of Latin America. San Ignacio
coffee is grown on the Hermitage
grounds in Guatemnala. May St. Ignati-
us intercede before the Lord to help the
clergy and monastics serving the Or-
thodoxz Christians of Latin Americal

The 2022 Youth and Family Confer-
ence included a number of visiting
clergy that spoke on various topics
affording conference goers various
blocks with which to build themselves
and their families up. Speakers includ-
ed His Eminence Metropolitan Deme-
trius of America, who gave both the
keynote as well as the close-note ad-

. dress to the conference, Archimandrite
; b Y Fr. Akakios, abbot of the Monastery of
‘ Ny / e St. Gregory Palamas and a professor
\ N ‘/ /’\ & from SPOTS who spoke on the value of
order, Fr. John Somers of the St. John
of Damascus Education Initiative and Fr. Leonidas Pittos who made virtual
presentations to the conference on education and the services in the lives of
Orthodox Christians respectively, Fr. George Liadis who taught youth on the
Jesus Prayer, Fr. Theodore Giannakopoulos who spoke on the early youth
and child martyrs of the Church, Fr. Victor Dobroff on sanctification, Dea-
con Nicholas Laggis on how to live a holy life, Mr. Panl Azkoul introduced
the youth to iconography and Mr. Mateusz Ferens spoke on the family as the
domestic church and issues dealing with addiction, as well as panelists Fr.
George Psaromatis and Fr. Nicholas Chernjavskywho along with Fr. George
Liadis and the Metropolitan talked about various aspects of parish life. Addi-
tional speakers included Mrs. Helen Bezas, Presvytera Sofia Liadis who made
crafts with the children, Ms. Maria Pittos who workshopped with the youth
and Presvytera Constantina Pittos who read The Suitcase by Jane Meyer. By
God's mercy and grace, the speakers made over 20 edifying presentations,
panel discussions, workshops, and crafts to the faithful on Saturday and Sun-
day that spanned all ages from toddler to adult.

The Hierarchical Divine Liturgy that was celebrated on Sunday, October 9,
2022, the feast day of the Beloved Disciple of our Lord, 8t. John the Theologi-
an. It was fitting that over 300 faithful from across the Metropolis were to-
gether on this day at the Dormition of the Theotokos parish, commemorat-
ing the Holy Apostle who made known to the world “the holy mystery of
love... thatlove of God is concealed in love of one’s neighbor and is not
found apart therefrom.” His Eminence Metropolitan Demetrius of America
presided along with eight priests and two deacons. The analogion included
many chanters from across the Metropolis in a united chorus that glorified
God throughout the weekend with all the Saints,

After the Hierarchical Divine Liturgy, the clergy and the faithful went to
Spartan Manor in New Port Richey, Florida for trapeza. At the trapeza, His
Eminence gave the close-note address to the conference and announced that
the next Youth and Family Conference will be in Chicago, lllinois.

Many thanks to our Lord for all the wonderful things He has done for us
and for guiding the organizing committee by the interces-
sions of His most holy Mother, the Theotokos and Ever- X >
Virgin Mary our patron and speedy protection here in
Tampa, Florida,
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Mdérwota, o T Hap@é\!loq, o tote ['Epovrag g mpoava-
pephzicag Iepdg Mowng g Iavayiag Tov @pakopake-
Sovoy, otay v £fAens, pucpd maddl, mg Aeys:
«Kahwg otny opodoyrirpral»

Oray peydiaroe n pucpr) Evayyshia fyve Movayr

amokToovy kat £va Tudl, adid -Gorpacio Bzov- nEpacay mive amd
Bexa YPOVIL Yapov, Kal dev Ta KATAPepvay. AVTHG ITray o Kanuég g
Kovotavtivag, Yeyovog yia To OO0 AKATATIAVOTA npogsvyotav. T diho
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v ptépa g Havayiag, mov eival Tpeotdts Ty atékywy, Ty Tpe o
VITVOS KA TNG QAVIKE TG PPLokdTay oTo mapekikhniot Tov Aylov Mivd
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Tespévricoa Eévn, v Hyovpévn g Izpag Mowig mg Havayiaf; v @pa-
Kopakedovwy, omov sival kat Ta Asiyava Tov Aylov Xpooootopov tov
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gy, pyarvay o Iepsig kel perapgreopévol -hou dev popodoay va
KUK 0 Qoprgouy TOTE L2 pdoa kat yevardda- kat ol yivovtay o pantiosis,
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In him, as perhaps in no other saint, are in-
corporated to an incomparable degree the
wondrous virtues of love and compassion.
This has moved the pious Russian people to
say as a proverb: “Bring your tribulation to
Nicholas the Merciful, and he will tell them
to the All-Merciful Saviour.”

Yet it must be remembered that this love
which illumined the heart of St. Nicholas for
our Lord and his neighbor, this love, when
confronted by stubborn evil and conscious
enmity against the Truth was transfigured
into burning and indignantzeal.

Certainly, many of you know of an event |
within the life of St. Nicholas which has been |
preserved in the Tradition of our Holy
Church and which is even now depicted on
many icons of the Wonderworker of Myra. 7
As he satat the sessions of the First Ecumeni- §§;
cal Council, he listened to the blasphemies of ;m" ’
the heresiarch Arius against which this -
Council had been summoned. Arius defend- * 2
ed his doctrines stubbornly, and with bitter-
ness directly assailed the divine dignity of the

In righteous ness and love for Christ, 8t Nicholas strikes
the blas phemer Arius at the First Ecumenical Council

us how deeply we have sunk. This gentleman, who
is from Paris, told us of an “Ecumenical” meeting
W held there. You of course know what
“Ecumenism” is: It is that heresy of all heresies! It
seeks to completely destroy the fact that the Or-
thodox Church is the unique guardian of the
Truth, and in Her place to create some new sort of
strange organization encompassing all sorts of

¥ beliefs. And so, alas, to this ecumenical meeting
) if there went an Orthodox priest from the Paris The-
ological Institute . . . . a heretical institution itself.
In attendance also there were a latin priest, a pas-
tor and a rabbi. There was some sort of common
prayer, and then there began lectures.

And then .. ... (please forgive me for even say-

z ing such things from this sacred ambo, but I want

Sl you to know how far things have gone) the rabbi

Y asserted that our Lord Jesus Chriist was the illegit-

Ml imate son of a woman of frivolous behavior! His
#l actual words were coarser and even worse, but
& | can not quote from this sacred tribune the words
1 that this insane detractor used against Her Who is
more honorable that the Cherubim and incompa-
rably more glorious than the Seraphim. Yet even

Son of God. It was just this that $t. Nicholas
could not abide, for the Saviour of mankind was dearer to him than
his own life. .. . and St. Nicholas slapped the blasphemer in his face!
Much was the confusion of the Fathers of the Council, for there is a
Canon which calls for the deposition of a clergyman who would strike
anyone, whether a Christian or an non-believer, and the Fathers took
all the Canons seriously. But on the other hand, St. Nicholas was held
in high esteem by the Fathers of the Council, for his virtues shone
with a heavenly brilliance for all men to see. So it was that he was
placed in seclusion until the end of the Council when his case would
be discussed also. But even this penalty was set aside by divine inter-
vention; for, one of the Fathers there was granted a revelation: he saw
our Lord giving the divine Nicholas the Book of the New Testament,
and the All-holy Mother of God giving him his omophorion—the
vestment symbolic of the episcopacy. The Father lost no time in relat-
ing this vision to the other Fathers who speedily reinstated St. Nicho-
las with honours to his rightful place among them. In such a clear way
did our Lord reveal that St. Nicholas’s act was not a petty outburst of
human anger or malice, but that it was rather just wrath against the
blasphemies of a heretic. Such a man was St. Nicholas!

Oh, how lacking we are in such zeal to defend Truth when it is
trampled and insulted.

Just recently I was told of a matter which occured of late, such as
we would never have imagined just a few years ago; but it just shows

The Miracle of St. Nicholas

The Feasts of Saint Nicholas are so splendid that they even remind
us of the 12 Great Feasts. Why is that so? Because he lived a life of vir-
tue incarnate: an accessible, comprehensible virtue, close to every man
and every heart, even the heart that rejects every other holy thing. That
virtue is love; love and compassion.

The Russians like to call Saint Nicholas “Nikola the Merciful” be-
cause his miracles are as numerous as the stars of heaven.I would like
to remind you of one touching miracle that shows his mercy. This did
not happen once upon a time, long ago; it happened in our time, in the
city of Harbin [China], where I lived for over 40 vears. At the train sta-
tion in Harbin there was a large icon of Saint Nicholas the Wonder-

this is not the worst thing, for the Jews have long
been in oppositon to God, and their detractions against our Saviour and
His Blameless Mother are nothing new; no, the worst thing is that when
he said this, ALL kept silent! The “orthodox™ priest who heard this blas-
phemy was later asked how could he have kept quiet. And he answered: “I
didn’t want to offend the Jew.” One may not offend a Jew, you see, but to
offend the All-pure Mother of God; this is permitted! “How deeply we
have fallen! How lacking are we in zeal! This priest should have raised
himself up to full stature to stop the mouth of the blasphemer as did St.
Nicholas.

St. John Chrysostom preached: “If you are afraid to confront a heretic,
tell me and I shall go to stop his mouth.” But we, alas, have become
shamefully indifferent to both good and evil” as the poet has written. And
from this indifference and this self-care does “Ecumenism” reap the fruits
of apostasy which are becoming more and more clear. We fail to heed the
lesson taught us by St. Nicholas of how we must defend the glory of cur
Lord God when sacred things are blasphemed and His Name is trodden
upon.

Let us remember that Christian love embraces all men; it manifests
mercy to every one and warmly prays that all be saved. But when this love
witnesses a willful campaign against Truth, then it burns with a consum-
ing zeal which will not permit such assaults. The example of our holy fa-
ther St. Nicholas is a shining example of such love, the love which must
burn in every Christian heart for our Lord God. Amen.

Recounted by St. Philaret

worker, and it was especially venerated by all the travelers. Hundreds of
candles were always burning in front of it. People departing by train and
the people who came to see them off would light candles, and prayers
were constantly going up to the great hierarch for his protection during
trips. There was always a crowd in the station because the rail trathc was
very heavy.

One day the people who happened to be there (they related this them-
selves, this is their own story; it was early spring, when

the ice breaks up on the Sungari, on which Harbin is < 7<),
located) they saw a Chinese man Vel
rush in, soaked from head to toe. Cont'd on page 19 s, M o


https://www.stnicholascenter.org/glossary#term181724
https://www.stnicholascenter.org/glossary#term181768

Elder Theologos: An Extraordinary Life coason 512

lived through the great persecution of the Old Calendarists. It started
early in the vear, in January, right after our people celebrated Theophany
of '51, a fierce, unbelievable persecution broke out! Perhaps some of you
remember it, as young folks then. A terrible persecution. They locked up
our churches, everywhere, arrested the priests, shaved them by force, beat
them... What went on is indescribable! But it had to be so... That we
might pass through fire and iron.

During this time of persecution, our laypeople would organize rallies
in Metropolis Square, at the Archdiocese, in order to peacefully protest to
end the horrific persecutions and to allow spiritual freedom. Even the
heretics had their freedo m—should we be the only ones without free-
dom? The beatings endured by those who protested there at that time
cannot be described. The most tragic reality was that the authorities re-
spected nothing. .. not even Nicholas with his pregnant wife. Even during
herlong-awaited pregnancy, Konstantina's love for the Church was so
strong, that she would not give up. She was in the front lines of the rally.
Extraordinary. A policeman attacked them with his club and he struck
Nicholas who collapsed, bleeding. Then he attacked Konstantina, who
was advanced in her pregnancy, without respecting her condition, and
kicked her with such force that she was left unconscious. Everyone who
witnessed this believed that the unborn infant surely must have been de-
stroyed. Thebeating sent Konstantina into labor and accelerated the
birth of the child. By the time they transported the injured Konstantina to
the hospital, the baby had been born. God so ordained, and the infant girl
survived. However, the kick that the pregnant mom had received during
the barbaric attack was so powerful, that the baby was born with visible
injuries on her head. Her parents, however, did not lament over these
marks—to the contrary, they boasted that their child, baby Evaggelia,
bore the “marks of Confession” even from infanthood! In fact, Fr. Parthe-
nios, the Elder who ministered to the aforementioned Holy Gonvent of
Panagia Thrakomakedonon at that time, would say to her, whenever she
visited as a small child, “Welcome, to the little Confessor!”

When little Evaggelia grew up, she became a nun, taking the name
“Xeni” in tonsure. This is, of course, the current Abbess Mother Xeni, the
present-day Hegumeness of the Convent of the Theotokos of Thrakomak-
edonen, where the relics of Saint Chrisostomos, the New Confessor are
located, as we mentioned earlier. Before she became Abbess, Mother Xeni
took care of the blind elder Theologos, who was her father in the flesh,
wheo had been Nicholas in the world.

The circumstances under which little Evaggelia grew up, during the
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persecutions, and what her family went through, is another whole story.
How did they accomplish her baptism? We did not have access to our
churches—they had sealed them off. Do you know where baptisms took
place, then? After midnight, in the dark, in basements. The priests would go
there, disguised—because they could not go out with beards or rassa. And
they would celebrate baptisms with the fear that the baby would cry, and
that they would be discovered by the authorities. Evaggelia’s baptism alone,
which took place in 1952 in a basement in Peiraias, is another whole story
in and of itselfl What the family endured when the child was a baby, I can-
not begin to tell. Where people would find themselves, during the years of
persecution, to celebrate the Nativity, Theophany, or Pascha—unbelievable
stories. But let us move on, so that we might not delay—even though this is
our extraordinary history and our background, which is our duty to know
and appreciate accordingly. I do not narrate these events today for any oth-
er reason except that we appreciate what we are carrying! Who suffered and
what did they suffer to deliver the Pearl of great price to us! We found eve-
rything ready, and we say, “Nice. Aren’t we doing nicely here, in our
Church?” Truly. But in order for you to be here today, and for me to be
here today, some had to spill their blood. No one would be here today, in
the Church, if the sacrifices of others had not preceded. Cur predecessors
stood up and confessed, and they suffered; we must respect this, so that we
are also prepared to struggle and be proven worthy of the Treasure that
they bequeathed to us with their blood.

In another incident, during the persecution of 1953, they were attacked
by the police as they brought out the Epitaphios in Peiraias for a procession
on Holy Friday. It was forbidden for us to carry the Epitaphios in a proces-
sion; we were not supposed to exist. Nicholas, as a brave and courageous
man, physically intervened and scuffled with the policemen in defense of
the Body of Christ on the Epitaphios. The police attempted to grab the
Body from the Epitaphios, but Nicholas also rushed to take It. The flowers
on the Epitaphios were destroved in the violent disturbance, but Nicholas
held on to the Body, tugging It away from the policemen. Then another
young man came to assist Nicholas, and together, they were able to pull the
Body away from the hands of the police! The two young men began to run
so they could save It, but right behind them, the two enraged policemen
chased after them. They ran for some time, when one of the policemen
slipped in the mud, and thus they escaped from his clutches. Further down,
the two young men made a sudden turn down a dark alley, and the second
policeman became confused at the dead end, and they escaped from him,
too. As soon as the two young men realized that they

Cont’d on page 18
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Mot ExtAnktikn [oTopilor smesmm ans ay st 1

«Qpata, pa yapd dzv slpactey. Oviwedg. Na va sloat 200 opws, 5o ofpepa,
KOl Yo va glpan ki eyo, kamotot paptipnoay. Kaveig dev fa ftay ofuepa
edw, av dev eiyav mponyndal o1 Busieg kamowy. Kamotol paptipnoav kit
AUTH MPEMEL VL TO TLPATTOVLE, KAL VAL OYOVITTOUE KL £Lels, 0oTe Va ava-
deryBolps a&rot tov Onoavpod me Akndeiag mov avtol pag kKhnpodotnoay
J1£ TO Al TOVS,.

Fe £va AAA0 EpLoTATIKG, OTo Swypd tov ‘53,
TOUG sTUTEDNKE 1) aoTuvopia otay £fyakay mpog
meprpopd fvav Emtago otov [apad. Anayo-
pevdtay va mepipépoupe epeig Emtago, epsic
dev empens va vidpyovpe... O Nworaog, dappa-
A £06 Kt ToApnpoTEPOS KABDS MTay, mAoTKe e
TOUG AOTUVOIIKOUS OTA XEPLAL, TIPOAOTULOPEVOS
To Zopa Tov Xpotot. Ovastuvopukol ndsiay
va apragovy To Topa and tov Etagio, adida
mapahAnia dpunoe kat o Nucodhaog va To mipet.
Agob padnos o Emtagog and tny avastatoon,
Tpapnée o Nworaog To Zopa and Tovg astuvvo-
pcots. Hpds tots, kat fvag dAAog Totdg veapds
VL TOV £VIOY DOEL, KAl KATAPepay TEAKA, va Té-
povy To Zopa and ta y£pla TOY aoTuvoplKoy!
Etpegay ta §vo madinkdpa ya va To yhvto-
00VY, OLIOG OTC KATHTI TOVG, TOUS KuVITyTooy
§bo actvvopuol, paviaopsvol. Evo ftpsyav yua
APKETT) WPa, £M202 0 £V ACTUVOIKOS Yapw OTIg
Adomnss, ki o tov Edpuyay. Tho katw, ot Svo
VEOL EGTPUPAY AWPVIBLATTIKA 02 KATIOL0 OKOTELVS
aTevs, prepdelnke kat o S2UTEpog ATTUVOIIKSS
o2 fva abiEbobo, Kt 10U Tov £xacay KL autdv.
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d n Kevotavrive, Tny

AvylaEipnvn Xpvoofohdvroy, Lo dddn sfape-

Tid BavpaTovp i Ay, nomole ™G £6woE o
Wikpn mopdTaon ypovoy GdT To madl fToy

vipwos o B20g zkall Mz otov [avayio Tdago va mpookuwiosL, Kat kel
Tov gpdvme 0T dev umripye oy, Kl Gagvikd Aovotie oto G wg Tov
@200, Aev fEeps Mo Pprowdtay kal yia moon wpd. Ka dtav anotpapnie o
@206 1o Gwg, Tote 2ibe miht ) otéyn tov Mavayiov Tagov ka dha Ta
Tpaypata 0mws vTweg frayv. Pomos t1ot1e o Nikdraog tovg yipw tov, oTov
Taviyo Tago, av eiyay deui avingdsl kat, aAhd xaveig
dev eiye 21, obte Katahdpet timota. Hrav mpogaves to
Bavpa pove yU avtdv.

Tnv emdpevn ypowid, to '70, o2 ta&id mnyalvoviag oto
mpookivnpa g [dtuov, o Nikohaog vreotn eugpaypa Tov
puokapdiov. Tlapakdheos 161, Tov Ayio Iodvyn tov Ozo-
Aoy, mov elval TpooTaTg TV Kapdakoy,iidt o Lvwnwng
énzoe oto ou)fog Tov Kuplov otov Muotd Asimvo, va tov
Afuoos Vo KATAPEPSL VA TIPOOK VVIOEL KA KATOTILY, VoL yivel
Movayés. IIpaypat, tov spgaviotnke o Evayyshomic, xat
TOV £iMe Vo Tl va Tpookuvioel xopls popo. «Kat 1t dvopa
fa mapw oy KoUpd, Ayie povsy, potnos o Nikdaog Tov
1 Ayro Imévvn. «Ba oz pydies Tov sine o Evayyshiotng,
«Boddyor. Xaprke o NioAaog Kat oa pupd madixt
dpyoe va ovale: <2 svyapoto, Aye pov, va pov foag!
Eigau n yapa povls,

To 73 &ywve Tehucd 1 Kovpd tov Movayot i fov, Tatpdg
Bzoddyov. Tn ppadia katd my omola tpaypatomomnke n
! Koupd, epgaviotke and ov ovpavd 1 yvvaika tov, n Kov-
gTavTiva, o8 ua yveotr tovs Movayn, ¢ éva povidplo
oty Huovmodn. Hrav mod 0 yapoopsyn, kot £geps oty
Kegahn] otegdvt 86&ng. Eheye 82 «Avtd mov kava afjuspa o
Nucdraog om yn, pov Sivet amépaven yapd ko svtvyial. H
Movayn, omy omoia spgaviomke n Kovotavtiva, Ssv yvo-

Méhg avudnednkay ta Svo madid s siyay Eeglyst and tovg astovop-
KoUG, Tay 1600 Peydhog o evBovsLas|ds TOUS, IOV STAPATOVTAS TEAKA
g2 Kamow owcodopn, anibwoay o Zwopa o2 fva kabapd onpeio Ka dpyloav
va yopomn oty amd Ty yapd Tovs, o YA vtwoay tov Xplotd and tovg
ACTUVOHIKOUG. Bagvikd dpwg, skel mov maviyvplay, ouvadiromolnos o
Nuohaog mwg o dhhog viog dpyios va adhalst popr, va yiveta mopvog,
ATTPAPTEPOG, KAl OLyd-oryd va ava[}aivsl Tpog Tov ovpavd. O Nikdhaog
Tov Keitalz casTopévoes, yopis va motebel ota patia tov. Hray Ayyshog
Kvpiov, o omolog kadws avéParve, Tov koltovos yapoyehaotos Tooo go-
pepa omuela pavipove o Xprotds. Qavrtaoteite, Tt svhoyial Ta £lnoay o
maktol avtd. Asy mpokattan yia mapapddio. O Nikdhaos rray avBpomnog
goPapos ko aflonpems, dev fheye Yipata, oUTs fTAY OVEIPOTIAPIEY G,

Hray mvevpatikdg avBpwmog and maudi, dgopos, dappaios, pe {fho. I'C

avtd o 820G mapovoials os avtovg Tovs avipomovs Térow Badpata, yia

Y TOVS 0T2p2doel o2 Ypovia gpucto Slwypov. @£he o Bedg {fho, ox1
PAVATLONS, Vo §apovilovpe Kal va Kdvoups EkTpoma, aAid {fho yuyns,
B4pun, kou oTabsporaL.

Otay Aomdy To koprrodxy, n Evayysiia £yrve 8o mepimov etwv, 1) pmre-
pa g, 1 Kovotavtiva, appootnos papid, edeiovtag mpog o fdvarto.
TMapakddeoes to1e Beppd n Kovoravriva, v Ayia Eiprpvn m Xpvoopaha-
YToU, [ua dAAN shapeTicd Savpatovpyr Ayia, ) omola, agpold g spgavi-
otnke ¢ £dwos pua pucpr| mapatac ypovou fidtt to adi Nray axopn
oA b pucpd. Eime n) Ayla oty Kovotaytiva, Teg agol peyakoosa diyo 1o
madi, Tote 0 @206 Oty mapea kovd Tov. H Ayia Eiprpvn dev Sevkpivios
oo xpovia Ba Tng £01ve 0 Bedg, aAAd Tehud &noe dahda £ mepimov akd-
pn xpévia and tote mow appwotnos. Otay n Evayyeiia éywve nepinov egrd
- 0YTW 2TV, KaTd To 1960, ) Kovotavtiva koypndnke. Te d2 1éhog 5,
Tay TO00 ooWKS Kat 2ipnyikd! AKopa KL ayyehous TG enétpeye o B2
va det mpry Koy fel, wov eiyay £pdal va v mapovy. «[Euoe o Tomos Tah-
Andpa, Asvkovrupévors veapoug! Kepdote tougls, gheye 1 aofevoioa
OTOUS YUp@ TG, 0L 01001 puatkd dev Tovg £fAemay.

Meta and nepimov pua dekastio petd tny kolpnoern s yvvalkas Tov, o
Nucdhaos, kKt agob peydiwos Ty Evayyshia, mneilals o kapdg katd tov
omoie fa yivotay Movay0g, eKTANPOYOYTAS £TOL TO TANA TOV, AAAd Kat
Ty emBupia mov £tpege amd naudi. Tpry wyy Movaywr| Kovpd Tov, dpwg, o
Nucohaog miys mpookvn T otovs Ayiovs Tomovs. Kau Tt onpsia tov ga-

pile mws kamov addov ekelvo To Ppddv, yivotay n Movaykr| Kovpd tov .
Beoddyov, K avapotnKe, 1 dpays va skave o NiKGAaog Kat spgaviotn-
ke 1 Kovotavtiva os toom Ty kau 86&a. .. kaw onpslwss TNy nuepopnvia.
Metd and fva ypovacd Sdompa, dtav svvava)dnrav ot dve Movayol, o
abveypa Avmie, ko katdrafay mow fTay to yeyovog mov ey Sooa toom
yapd oy Kovotavtiva, BAsnete og tpdst o B26¢ avtods mov Tov -
powvy;

Me v mipoﬁo Tov Ypovoy, o yipoy @sokéyoc; £Yaoz Kal To g Tow.
Qotdoo, Tapipave AKEpalog, aﬂapéylclr[oc; oY TPOCLVYT TOV, 0T VI)-
oreld Tow, Kal OV TVEVUATIKY TOv (u)r’], TAVTOTE FPEUOG KAl TPAOS.

Zag Supynonka Aotmdy Hoig, mepAnukd, Ty 1otopia Tov T Bzoidyov
Kall TNG omoysvaiac; TOD, av@pu’mwv OUYYPOVOY 12 214G, IOV TOUG npold—
Popz kan ow Tovs yvwpioaps kohd. Titoro avBpwmol virpgay avapega
OIS, KO AVAPEPHIATTE 02 AVTOUS, av U TLAAR O, YiaL va evBuvapwdoips,
VoL TpadarypaTioTovys, Kat va tpoomadioovps Alyo TeploosdTepo va ga-
YOUlLE AVTAGIoL TRV KOOV Kol Ty paptuploy tovs. Eivar O 666 £vdodn
avtr}, 0806 kabapa, 0dog ayia, GG vymAn.

Evyopat 0 @246 va pag afloosl o6 TEAoVS va apajteivovys ¢ avtry
v 086, Kuay d2v £yovpe va mapovoidoovje moAld otoy @26 amd mhev-
pas fpywv, ag Kpatrjoovs 0T Ty Himr], KL VoL IO pope va Tojs
gtov Bed: «Asy £y Tinota va Zov delw, @22 pov, aAAd, péoa o fvay
KOOC je TOOT) oUYYVoT), TOoC Pnépdepd, 100G KATyoples, TO0:G TUKopa-
VTieg Kat Kako, kpamoa my Iiotn oy ayia...». @a sivar péya avtd! Kai o
@206 a henost ka Ba mapahéyeal Tuyey Aadn ka advvapieg pas. O pé-
peg mov pyovral fa sivar mbav oy o oo, Kal yU avTd TpEnal va
yivar éicdnAn n Svvapn pog. 'Y avtd ta Adpe avtd, ya va tpostoyalopa-
g1z, O oTpaTIOTNG ¢ KaAdg Tov palvetay, 2T pdyn. AV Tov Kapd mg eipr-
VIS, TPUY T pdyT, S2v £xet aoknel, g propsal va anoddos oty poym;
Ay sloa vodpog, dev u £yaig evhoyia kau dev Ba £ya1g Shvapn opodoyiag
ang Tov @26, AldTi 1 opodoyia OUVMOTA Yaplopa yia doovs mpoetoytdlo-
vral Ay Tk Sev ebvat kdmotot detvol Kat tkavol opodoynTes, o @206 fa
TOUS PUAdEal, apkel va £xovy Kakr mpdBzam, va pry podwgovy ty Iliotn,
VLNV UTLOYPTI00UY, VoL Y UTTOKUoUY, Kal Yo Py
Kataoyuvoly.

Baaopévo oe opdiv Tov Eefacuwtdror Mntporedit ~
Aapiong ket Hazrapdvos, k. KAnun SNRJ7 K b



had escaped from the police, their excitement was so great that, finally
stopping at some abandoned construction site, they carefully placed the
Body down on a clean spot and literally began to leap for joy that they
had rescued Christ’s Body from the policemen. Suddenly, as they cele-
brated this blessed victory, Nicholas realized that the other young man
began to change in his appearance, becoming radiant, and started slowly
ascending to the sky. Nicholas stared at him in shock, not believing his
own eves. It was an Angel of the Lord, who, as he ascended, looked back
at the puzzled Nicholas, smiling.
Such extraordinary signs Christ
revealed. Imagine, what a blessing!
Our elders lived these things. These
are not fairy tales. Nicholas was a
serious man and dignified; he did
not lie, nor was he the dreamy type.
He was a deeply spiritual person
since childhood, fearless, coura-
geous, with zeal. This is why God
showed such people such miracles,
to establish them in times of hor-
rific persecutions. God wants zeal,
not fanaticism—not screaming and
extreme behaviors; but inward zeal,
strong faith and stability.

When their daughter, Evaggelia,
was about two years old, Konstanti-
na became very sick, unto death.
She fervently prayed to Saint Irene
Chrysovalantou, another very mi-
raculous Saint, who appeared to her
and provided a small extension of

Convent of the Dormition In Attica, where Mother Xeni, the daughter in-the-flesh of in-
the-world Nicholas and Konstanting, is currently the Abbess

Cont’d from p. 16

Saint?” Nicholas asked Saint John. “T will name you,” the Theologian told
him, “Theologos.” Nicholas rejoiced at this news and began to exclaim,
like a child, “Thank you, my Saint! You are my joy!”

Finally, in 1973, the tonsure of Nicholas, now Monk Fr. Theologos,
took place. That night, during the tonsure, his wife Konstantina, who had
fallen asleep many vears eatlier, appeared to a certain nun at a skete in
Ilioupolis, who had been a family acquaintance. Konstantina appeared
full of joy, and wore a glorious crown on her head. She said, “What Nich-
olas does today on earth
brings me immense joy
and happiness!” The nun
wheo witnessed this did not
know that somewhere else,
that same night, the mo-
nastic tonsure of Fr. The-
ologos wastaking place, so
she wondered what Nicho-
las could be doing to cause
Konstantina to appearin
so much honor and glory.
So the nun marked the
A date of the mysterious

appearance on her calen-

A dar. After a certain amount
of time, the two monastics
ran into each other, and
Y the riddle was solved, and

] they both understood what
R .

= event had given Konstan-
tina so much joy. Do you
see how God honors

time for her, because the child was so young. The Saint told Konstantina
that, once the child grows a bit more, God will take Konstantina to be
with Him. Saint Irene did not specify how many more years God would
give her, but as it turned out, she lived about an additional six years be-
yond that point. When Vaggelia was about seven to eight vears old, about
the vear 1960, Konstantina fell asleep. Her end was so blessed and peace-
ful! God even allowed her to see Angels before she fell asleep, who had
come to take her. The ailing Konstantina suddenly exclaimed, “The house
filled with bright young men, dressed in white! Give them treats!” she
exhorted those around her, who, of course, could not see them.

About a decade after the repose of his wife, and having finished raising
Evaggelia, Nicholas felt that the time was drawing nigh for him to fulfill
his youthful promise and desire, and become a monk. Prior to his ton-
sure, however, Nicholas became a Pilgrim and visited the Holy Land.
What signs God showed him there! He entered the Holy Sepulchere to
worship, but while in there, it appeared to him that there was no roof.
Suddenly, he was basking in the Light of God. He did not know where he
was nor for how long. When God withdrew the Light, then he saw the
roof of the Holy Sepulchere again, and everything as it had been. Nicholas
then asked those around him, in the Holy Sepulchere, if they had per-
ceived anything out of the ordinary, but no one had. It seems, the vision
was just for him.

The following vear, having entered the 1970s, Nicholas desired to go
on a pilgrimage to the island of Patmos. During that trip, Nicholas
suffered a heart attack. He asked Saint John the Theologian, who is the
protector of heart disease sufferers, since Saint John reclined on the
Lord's Chest at the Last Supper, to deem him worthy to complete the
pilgrimage, and after that, to become a monk. And indeed, the Evangelist

appeared to him and told him to go venerate without

R V= fear. “And what name shall I receive at my tonsure, my
J
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those who honor Him?

With the passage of time, the elder Theologos lost his sight. However,
he remained peaceful, unwavering in his prayer, his fasting, and his spir-
itual life; always calm and meek.

So, I have told you, briefly, about the life of Fr. Theologos and his fami-
ly, people who were our contemporaries, whom we met, and whom we
got to know well. People such as these have been among us, and we refer
to them today, if for no other reason, so that we can be emp owered by
their example and try alittle harder to present ourselves as worthy of
their labors and their confession. This is the glorious Path, the pure Path,
the sanctified Path, the lofty Path.

I pray that God deems us worthy until the end to remain on this Path.
And if we do not have much to present to God in terms of good works, at
least let us keep the Faith, and then we can say to Him, “T have nothing to
show You, O my God, but in a world with so much turbulence, so much
confusion, so many slanders, so many lies and evil, I kept the Holy
Faith...” This will be huge! And God will have mercy and He will over-
look mistakes and weaknesses. The days that are coming are likely to be
more difficult, and for this reason, our strength must become palpable.
This is why we are saying these things: to prepare. Where does the good
soldier distinguish himself? In battle. If in times of peace, before the bat-
tle, the soldier has not prepared, has not exercised, how will he perform
during the battle? If you are sluggish, you will not have the blessing, and
you will not have the power of Confession from God. Because Confession
is a gift from God to those who prepare. At the same time, if some are not
strong and capable confessors, God will still cover them, as long as they
have blessed intent and they do not betray the Faith, they do not retreat,
do not bow down, and do not become discouraged.

Based on a talk by His Eminence, Metrop olitan Klimis of Larisa and
Flatamon



The Miracle of St. Nicholas Recounted by St. Philaret  contd fromp.i5

He ran up to the icon, threw himself down in front of it, and stretched out his arms to it, saying
something in Chinese. The people who knew Chinese said he was thanking the saint for saving him
from death.

Here’s what happened: for some
reason he was in a terrible hurry to
cross the river. But the river is wide,
and the ice was flowing along it. He
decided to take a chance. As he ran
across the ice, jumping from one
floe to another, he slipped, lost his
balance, and fell under the ice. He The train station in Harbin, China, at which this
was drowning, dying, when he re- miracle took place.
membered the wonderworking
icon. His pagan countrymen revered it too, just as the Russian Orthodox did. As he
was drowning, he cried out in despair, “Old man from the train station, help me!” He
lost consciousness and went under completely; and he was about to perish . . . when,
all of a sudden, he was on the riverbank, soaked but alive and unharmed! So he took
off and ran—the train station was far away—and he rushed in to the icon and
thanked the great hierarch for this evident and amazing miracle of his mercy and
love,

The entire Far East, the entire land of China, has a great veneration for Saint Nich-
olas, you know. Once a Russian hunter had wandered far, far, into the taiga or
steppe, and there he came upon a Chinese farmstead where he asked shelter. The
friendly master and mistress of the house invited him in, and over their door he saw
an icon of Saint Nicholas. He thought to himself, “What can these heathen be doing
with it? What do they need it for?” And he wanted to take it. His host was offended
and said, "Why do you want to take the Old Man away from us? He's so kind, he
helps us so much. We won’t give him up for anything!

So not only the Orthodox Church but practically the entire human race honors
this great hierarch. Whenever anyone is in trouble or has some need, he turns to

Saint Nicholas. This great hierarch hears and fulfills each of the hundreds of peti-
St. Philaret of New York was once arrested while he tended to his| tjong that fly to him in Heaven, as long as we ask with firm, strong faith. That's why
flock in Harbin, IChina,land w’ol‘enrlfy tortured by I.he Japznese | the Russian people love Saint Nicholas so much and constantly entreat him: “O Fa-
occuplers trying to get him to deny Christ ther and Hierarch Nicholas pray to God for us?”” Amen. Saint Nicholas Save us!

The editor and volunteers at the Spiritital Watch ask forgiveness for the long hiatus and
request your prayers for the continuation of this effort, with the blessing of His Eminence, Met- \

ropolitan Demetrius of America.

; W 2/0{/(/ to all of the readers and generous supporters of the Spiritual Watch who

make this publication possible.

; W W to all contributors to this issue who volunteered your talents and labor to

the Glory of God, including:

Rachel Athanasiou, Evangelia M. Psaromatis, Marilena Michalas, Diakonissa Katie, Nektarios
Fotopoulos, Timothy Schenone, Jason Finnie, Katerina Siounis, and Anonymous Contributors.




% OUR SACRED METROPOLIS NEEDS SUPPORT «
H IEPA MHTPOIIOAH MAY. XPEIAZETAI YIIOXTHPIZEH

“In order for parishes to function well, the Metropolis must function well. Who will support the Metropolis if not Her faithful?”

<o va Aettovpyovy Kahd o evoepisg, mpinel va Asttovpysl kadd 1 Mirponohn. Ilowog 8a vootnpifel Ty Mipdmedn av 61 o motei Trgy»

METROPOLIS DONATION PLEDGE FORM

Name: Tel#

Address:
Email Address: Date:

I will support the Sacred Metropolis with a pledge at the following level:

®a vnootnpifw v Iepd MnTpodmoAn pe dwped oTo Napakdtw eninedo:

Please check one (can be paid monthly or in one payment): Mapxdpere pia emd oyn:

[ Supporter Level (Total annual gift of $100-$999) For donations offered from within the
[d Sponsor Level (Total annual gift of $1,000-$2,999) U.S., please make checks payable to:
led Benefactor Level (Total annual gift of $3,000 or more) “Metropolis of America”

For donations offered from outside the

My annual pledge amount—rto woodv Tne ernotac pov depeds: US., please make checks payable to:

“St. John of San Francisco

$ per year/tov ypévo (check enclosed) O / ﬁ Orthod ox Monastery”
All donations should be mailed to:
or My monthly pledge amount— 1 To woodév Tic pnviaiac pov depeds : The Metropolis of America, 151 Heron Rd
Cobleskill, NY
$ per month/ tov wijva (check enclosed) 12043

In the publication, I would like the name for my denation to appear as:  Zto neprodikd, 8a 1j0sha 1o dvopa yia m dwpea pov va epgaviorsi wg

D Or check here fo be anenymous — 1} paprdpete £66 yia va elote avovopog/n.



