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     To judge sins is the business of one who is sinless, but who is sinless except God? Whoever thinks 
about the multitude of his own sins in his heart never wants to make the sins of others a topic of 
conversation. To judge a man who has gone astray is a sign of pride, and God resists the proud. On 
the other hand, one who every hour prepares himself to give answer for his own sins will not quickly 
lift up his head to examine the mistakes of others.  

St. Gennadius of Constantinople: 
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Accredited! Saint Photios Orthodox Theological Seminary 
“A Key Institution for the Future of our Church” 
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     If you see a man who has sinned and you do not pity him, the grace of God will leave you. Whoever 
curses bad people, and does not pray for them, will never come to know the grace of God.  
            -St. Silouan the Athonite  (Writings, VII.4, VIII.6)  

“The beam in thine own eye…”  

     As soon as condemnation comes into your head, immediately say with attention: "Lord, grant 
me to see my sins and not condemn my brother."  
               -Saint Nektary of Optina  

     Whoever with fear of God corrects and directs a sinner gains virtue for himself, that of opposition to sin. But whoever 
insults a sinner with rancor and without good will falls, according to spiritual law, into the same passion with the sinner.  
                -St. Mark the Ascetic   (Homilies, 2.183) 

A discerning man, when he eats grapes, takes only the ripe ones and leaves the sour. Thus also the discerning mind 
carefully marks the virtues which he sees in any person. A mindless man seeks out the vices and failings ... Even if you 
see someone sin with your own eyes, do not judge; for often even your eyes are deceived.  
               -St. John of the Ladder   (Ladder, 10.16-17) 

Do not lose your temper with those who sin. Do not have a passion for noticing every sin in your 
neighbor and judging it, as we usually do. Everyone will give an answer for himself before God. Es-
pecially, do not look with evil intention on the sins of those older than you, with whom you have 
no business. But correct your own sins, your own heart.  
                            -St. John of Kronstadt  (My Life in Christ, I.6) 

A brother asked an elder: If I see my brother fall into sin, is it good to hide him? The Elder answered: When, out of love, we 
hide the sin of our brother, then God also hides our sins; but when we show our brother's sin before others, then God also 
makes our sins known to people.  
                        -Ancient Patericon   (9.9) 

One who strictly prosecutes the misdemeanors       of others will not find condescension towards his own.  
                                 -St. John Chrysostom  (On the Statutes, 3.6) 

     Love sinners, but hate their deeds, and do not disdain sinners for their failings, so that you yourself do not fall into 
the temptation in which they abide... Do not foster hatred for the sinner, for we are all guilty... Do not be angry at 
anyone and do not hate anyone, neither for their faith, nor for their shameful deeds... Hate his sins, and pray for him, 
so that you may be made like unto Christ, who had no dislike for sinners, but prayed for them.  
                                                  -St. Isaac the Syrian    (Homily 57,90) 
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“ St. Ieronymos said that only if someone can lift the isle 
of Aegina on his shoulders, only then should he become a 
clergyman!  This is how difficult the path is of the Hierarchs 
and their priests...they are greatly burdened with spiritual 
weights that the laity does not comprehend.” 

Kid Korner  ~    truth  for youth   ~  Kid Korner  ~    truth  
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truth  for youth   ~    truth  for youth   ~   truth  for youth  ~  trut h  f 
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    Dormition of the Theotokos in Clearwater, Florida 
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https://www.stnicholascenter.org/glossary#term181724
https://www.stnicholascenter.org/glossary#term181768
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